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The Necessity for Statistical Precision

dequate nutrient intabe by children and adoles.
cents 15 [undamemal 1o their short- and long-

term hiealth. When dictary records are used 1o
assess nutrient sufficiency, there is no room for error.
There are 3 errors in the article by Ballew and col-
leapgues,’

First, the cliation of “Hamrack et al® in the text
and in reference 4 should have been Hamack et al. Sec-
ond, there i= a discrepancy between the text and the
tabulated information. On page 1151, the authors siate
that the odds ratios (ORs) for the effect of carbonared
soda (C5) on calcium intake range from 0.97 to 0.95.
Howewer, the ORs reported in Table 4 range from 0.99
e 095

Third, ORs are multiplicative, not additive? If the
OF of 0,96 reported in Table 4 iz comect, the inflluence
of 8 oz of C5 should have been caleulated as ([1-0.96%)
= 100, When correctly calculated, the estimared reduwc-
tiom in the likelihood of achieving adequare calcium in-
takie would be 28%, not the reported 409%. Similarly,
8 oz of milk would raise the likelihood of achieving ad-
equate calcium imake by 1441% (1.37%-1)% 100, not
206%,

Effective public health guidance must be based on
rigorous, ohjective science. Rigorous, objective science
contains neither underestimations nor overestima-
tions, Consumer believability and trust as well as puhﬁ:
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lic health credibility are at stake il these foundations
are oot stable.

Charles Baker, PhD

Vice President Scientific Affairs
The Sugar Asseciation Inc

1100 15eh NW, Suile G000
Weashinglon, DC 20005-3076
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The errors Dr Baker poinds out are real bt chey are minor
and in no way affect ouwr results or conclizsios,

We apologize for committing the 2 typographical er-
rars thal Dr Baker poines out. The first is the misspelling of
a citatian (Harmack et al, reference 417 The second is the
discrepancy between statements in the text on page 1151 and

in Table 4. The correct numbers are those presented in the
Table.

Dr Baher is correct in pointing out that the OR should
be raised to a power of 8 rather than multiplicd by 8 te cx-
trapalate from 1 oz of a beverage to & oz of a beverage, This
change in no way alters the interpretation of aur results, that
drinking a glass of milk has a very profound pasitive effect
on calcium indake, and drinking a glass of a carbonated bev
crage has a small but nevertheless statistically significant
negative effect. In fact, the corrected extrapelations make
aur poinl even more strongly.

We apologize for the oversights in our ariginal mame-
script and welcome the oppartamily do provide corrections
{0 e published text.

Carol Ballew, PRD

Sara Kuesrer, M5, ED

Cathleen Gillespie

Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity
Centers for Discase Coniral and Prevention
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4770 Bujord Highway NE

Atlanta, GA 30341

1. Harnacik L, Stang J, Saory M. Solt diek consumplion ameng LIS chifdeen and
adokescenrs: nulEilionil consequences. ) Ao Dol Assoc, 15000238 441

{REPRINTED) ARCH FEMHATR ADDLESS MEDWWVOA. 155, MAY 2031

L s

WA ARCHFIDIATRICS. C0M



